|3UJ!lPPiJeiSUJ8P3]WdSl^:9 H)JZTO< > ujojj paAiwsy 

Patent 

Attorney Docket Nttmbcf 5OO4759O-0D3 l(femwry 133 tR) 
REMARKS 

Claims 1-8 were pending and under consideration. The Examiner withdrew claims 1-5 
from ...moderation as non elected claims. New claims 9-30 are added by this Response "A" such 
that 1 claims are pending, where claims 6, 9, and 25 are the independent claims. Claims 6-30 
5 now j' c: pending and under consideration. 

t El ? tion/Restrictiott 

The Examiner notes that on June 22, 2001, Applicant's representative elected to prosecute 
Grout Q claims 6-8. The Examiner then withdrew Group I claims 1-5 from further consideration. 

XL 3 USC IQlfb) 
10 A. Claims 6-7 

The Examiner rejected claims 6-7 under 35 USC l02Cb) as anticipated by Rrtto. (U.S. 

Patet l Vo 5,519,178). 

Rittp does not teach or suggest a peripheral margin of molding material at which the 
secoi * surface layer is bonded to the first surface layer. 
15 The Examiner states that &ttg teaches a sealing core region. However, ftkto does not 

teacl jr suggest a sealed core region. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the 
Exar itier withdraw the rejection to the claims. 
B. Claims 6 and 8 

The Examiner rejected claims 6 and 8 under 35 USC 102(b) as anticipated by Iwata. (U.S. 
20 Patei i No. 4,807,294). 

The Iwata Examiner states that Iwata teaches a first surface layer (2) and a second surface 
layet 2). However, since Iwata teaches at col 2, line 39 and Fig 1 that the foam sheet 2 oftwala 
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is on)j one layer, Iwata does not teach or even suggest a first surface layer (2) and a second 

surfac layer (2). The Examiner states that |wata teaches a sealifift core region However, Iwata 

does « * teach or suggest a sealed core region. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that 

the E> -.tuner withdraw the rejection to the claims. 

5 TV. £ < y claims 9-30 

^dependent claims 9 and IS recite: 

sound domain* materia disponed in the co re so as to be completely encased by the first 
Irtvfr l td the second layer 

This is not taught by the cited art. 
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V. O i clusiotl 

)n view of the foregoing, it is believed that the ctaims now pending are in condition for 
allow. n X Such action is earnestly solicited at the earliest possible date. If the Examiner believes 
that a . onference would be of value in expediting the prosecution of this application, the 
Exam ;er is invited to telephone the undersigned counsel to arrange for such a conference. 

Respectfully submitted. 

SONNENSCHEIN NATH & ROSENTHAL 

Attorneys for Applicants 



Datet December 21. 2001 




Marina N SaitoEsq. 
Reg No. 42,121 



" SONNENSCHEIN NATH & ROSENTHAL 
PO Box06lO«0 
Wadccr Drive Station. S*a«* Tower 

viorney Customer Number: 026263 
*i«v (312) 876-8000 
i'.«:(312) H7ft-7934 



" CERTIFICATE O F TRANSMISSION 

1 hereby oettify thai this correspondence i* being fac*inu1e transmitted 
ta}b«4&fed States Patent and Trademark Office Fnx No. (70.1) 305- 
iSo? onHecejttber 2T 2001 ~) „ 
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